Issue Team & Project Team Annual Report Form – 2006
 
Team – Death Penalty        Team Chair - Sr. Grace Walle, FMI
 
1. List current active issue team members: 
 
 Active Issue Team Members: Sr. Grace Walle FMI, (chair) Brian Halderman SM, Jeff Campbell, Frank O’Donnell SM, Bob Stoughton, Bill Raddell, Phil Aaron SM, Dick Olsen SM,  Bill Farrell SM 

 

Other people on the issue team mailing list:

 

Jim Vogt, Henry Van de Patte, Bob Hughes, SM, Brian Zampier, SM, Amanda Teckman, Brenda Fitzpatrick, Madelyn Otcase, Walt Oberster, SM, Laura Turse, A Hernandez, Candace Keeton, Christopher Janezic, Cynthia Avila, Lori Schulz, Jim Fitz, SM, Mike Moroski, Debbie Durand, Alex Durand, Joanne McCracken, Kathy Reid, David Bentzley, Jacqui Griswold, Jonathan Aubin, Nicole Trahan, Paula Cook, Steve Hemphill  
 
2. Summarize your 2006 activities (from Oct. 2005 – Oct. 2006): 
Bob Stoughton, Phil Aaron SM, Frank O’Donnell SM, Brian Halderman SM, Jeff Campbell, Sr. Grace Walle FMI (Dick Olsen could not attend because of Marianist meeting conflict) met May 6-7, 2006 and decided to put focus on working in the 5 states that have the death penalty and where there are Marianist ministries which include:

- Ohio

           - Texas

           - Missouri

           - Maryland

           - California

As a result sample resolutions calling for a moratorium on the use of the death penalty were prepared for use in these states.  More specific goals and directions for issue team work include the following:
1) State priority assessment of potential for DP abolition or moratorium, to include:
a)  State assessment plan of abolition or moratorium feasibility (or how to get there) in each of the 5 focus states.
b)   Involve Marianist institutions in anti-DP efforts in focus states 

c)   Moratorium resolution campaign among Marianist Lay Communities
· Obtain lay Marianist directory updates
· Establish community contacts

d)    Make MSJC a Moratorium sponsor (via resolution) in each focus state 
 

2) Resources for Marianist Lay Communities 
a) Packets for communities
· Marianist Family/MSJC Anti-DP Prayer Card 

· Action Steps (Brian/”Top 10” page)

· Catholic  DP Campaign color brochure

· Sample moratorium resolutions

b) MLNNA Continental Assembly outreach
        c) Obtain lay Marianist directory updates
· Issue Team letters to lay communities & parishes

· Include sample moratorium resolution & link to webpage

 

3) Support for “outside” national events
 a) “Journey of Hope” tour in Virginia - Connect DC/No. Va. Marianist Family w/ Journey planning/events

 b)  National Coalition Against the Death Penalty national conf.
· Encourage Marianist attendance

· Look into funding to assist?

 c)   Weekend of Faith & Action against the DP - Promote among lay communities and Marianist parishes
4) Capacity-building for outside groups & allies
      a) “Witness to Innocence” Project
 b) State Level DP Organizations (in the 5 focus states) - Move Ohio toward a state Moratorium Committee
c)   Local DP speaker-bureau trainings to build local capacity in focus states
 
5) Update/refine DP issue Team webpage
 a) Archive lengthy lists of files

 b) Create new sub pages;

· “Community Discussions”

· “Prayers & Vigil Services”

· “Parishes” (parish resources?)

· “Schools” (school resources?)

  c)  Post Moratorium resolution samples

 

Marianist Continental Assembly
 
Focus group session (co-presented with Texas Moratorium Network): 5 people attended representing 3 lay communities & 1 SM community.  Scott Cobb from the Texas Moratorium Network co-led this session.  The collaboration with the Texas Moratorium Network was good, and we were able to connect them with a few San Antonio & Houston lay Marianist folks for local follow-up.  Support was very positive about the idea of lay & religious communities discussing/discerning & endorsing moratorium resolutions, along with our 5-state special advocacy focus.  Materials distributed (US Bishops pamphlet, Issue Team intro. info, the new anti-DP Prayer Card, action steps & state-focused resolutions) were well received & concise enough for easy use.  We provided the “Dead Man Walking” Group Discussion Guide for participants as well –which they believed would offer great format ideas for discussions in faith-sharing communities.  All 5 participants signed up for our e-mail list, and 3 of them signed up for the issue team.  

 

Conferences attended
Brian Halderman, participated in the “Journey of Hope” in Virginia – including the opening rally in Manassas VA -  and helped with a speaking event at an All Saints Catholic Church on Sunday.  They will be traveling through VA for two weeks.  The Journey is a statewide, 17-day event where family members of murder victims, exonerated death row inmates and anti-death penalty activists visit high schools, churches and colleges across the state to hold rallies and share their stories about the death penalty. 

 

Frank O’Donnell is planning to attend the National Coalition against the Death Penalty conference in Arlington, Va., on October 27-29.

 

Jeff Campbell attended a monthly Catholic luncheon speaker series in Lorain County OH on August 6 where they hosted Jennifer Bishop-Jenkins & Bill Jenkins, former national board members of Murder Victims Families for Reconciliation and leaders behind Illinois’ successful moratorium movement a few years ago.  So we’re very excited here and hope the timing works well with plans to finally begin pushing for an Ohio moratorium.

 

Grace will be arranging a life symposium in Spring 2007 in conjunction with other groups in San Antonio. 

 

Educational Programs and Materials
Bob Stoughton, from St. Luke’s the Evangelist parish in Beavercreek, OH. along with his team held a community conversation and with anti death penalty advocate Sister Helen Pre Jean on October 25.  Bob was on the planning committee, organized an information table and handed out information about Moratorium and other DP resources to those in attendance.  
Bob also organized “Moratorium statements” that can be used for each of the 5 focus states.  He developed cover info. letter & 5 state-based endorsement resolutions for Marianist schools/institutions, lay Marianist faith-sharing communities & religious communities. Brian developed the “Top 12 Action steps” flyer.  Jim ordered the US Bishops “Culture of Life, Penalty of Death” color pamphlet on updated Catholic Teaching DP. and ordered the “Culture of Life, Penalty of Death” DVD.  Sr. Grace Walle’s Marianist anti-DP prayer was re-printed as a card stock prayer card.  These materials are also available for distribution to other groups.

 

Wisconsin Family of Mary
We sent a $50.00 contribution to the Wisconsin effort to defeat the Death Penalty Initiative that is on the ballot in Wisconsin this fall.  A group is trying to reintroduce the Death Penalty on the November ballot.  We sent out letters to Marianist Family members in Wisconsin to raise awareness on the reinstatement of the Death Penalty effort in that state, inform them of this referendum and the need to vote against. 

 

Ed Bloch 
A student at St. Mary’s University was added to the Issue team.  He is assisting Sr. Grace with DP office work and planning.  
 
3. Plans for 2007: 
 
November 9th is the next conference call issue team meeting to plan a yearly gathering.  A Marianist Sisters “Adele Fund” grant will allow for the opportunity to invite Marianist family members in the Ohio area to gather for information exchange and a social opportunity at the next issue team meeting in the spring.  

 
4. Strengths and weaknesses of team: 

· Issue Team members are participating and communicating information regarding anti-death penalty initiatives in their respective areas of influence. 

· We have networked with other anti-death penalty agencies so that we can support them and make a difference together.  Two of the team members were able to attend conferences this year.

· Each team member has made a contribution and has followed through on needs identified or projects addressed.  Information is shared and we identify realistic projects. 

· Thanks for the help of the MSJC office and staff which is essential in completing many tasks that are identified by the issue team

· There does not seem to be an adequate accessible mailing list for Marianist Family members. The Marianist Continental Assembly could have been a good venue to coordinate the issue team presentations.  Planning was done but the schedule was a deterrent for many to participate.  The team put together a presentation but only a small number attended.

· Issue team members are all busy people with nighttime schedules as well as day and it has been difficult to get a conference call time coordinated. 
